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Police and Deadly Force
Deadly force can be defined as the application of a force that is likely to cause harm to the victim by causing severe body injury or even death in some scenarios. There is a lot of debate on when this should be allowed and to what extent it should be acceptable. However, in most cases, it has been justified whenever it is applied as a last resort when other means fail (Gabrielson, Jones & Sagara, 2014).
In a circumstance where the suspect is in possession of a gun and indicates signs of reaching out to it, then it is acceptable for a police officer to use deadly force. Therefore, while responding to a threat which puts the life of the officer or other peoples' lives at risk, the police officer is allowed to use force. This, however, depends on the circumstances of the situation and the Graham decision's reasonableness standard. Another circumstance is when preventing the escape of suspects who pose a dangerous threat to other people (Gabrielson, Jones & Sagara, 2014).  Deadly force might be used to prevent their escape.
There are several ways an officer can to show that use of deadly force was justified. When severity of the crime committed is too high. For instance, an escaping robber who has just killed several individuals, if the officer proves that the individual poses an immediate threat to his life or the lives of other civilians. If the suspect resisted arrest by an attempt to flee or fight the police officers, then it is a justification for the use of deadly force. Upon proving that the mental health of the individual is not right thus the use of little force may not help in the arrest process, then the officer can justify the use of deadly force during the arrest. Furthermore, whenever there are less lethal options to be used by the arresting team and the facts surrounding the incident of arrest would also be used as a justification for such an arrest (Broomé, 2011).
The main reason for changes in the situation where officers could use deadly force is because it is hard to come up with conclusive ways that should allow for the use of deadly force. Furthermore, the circumstances that warrant the use of such force are still debatable due to the changing nature of scenarios that surround these occurrences (Hirschfield & Simon, 2010). Therefore, it is hard to work with one defined law that can handle the issue of when such a force is justifiable. This explains why many states have heard to come up their own ways of justifying the use of deadly force.
In conclusion, it is indeed true that the question of when deadly force should be applied remains important even today. With only a few circumstances which allow for the application of force, for example, life protection. However, the situations keep changing and therefore solely depends on the arresting officers who are expected to always analyze the situation before using deadly force.
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